The Confusing Skippers of

New Hampshire
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Butterfly Terminology
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Grass Skipper Je Fighter” Pose )
(Subfamily Hesperiinae)

Spreadwing Skipper
(Subfamily Pyrginae)
Covered next Wednesday @ 6:30 PM in
Demystifying Those Confoundingly Confusing Duskywings



Butterfly Families
Order: Lepidoptera (Butterflies and Moths)
[

Superfamily: Papilionoidea (Butterflies)
[

Papilionidae
(Swallowtails)

I
Pieridae (Whites & Lycaenidae
Sulphurs)

(Gossamer-winged)

Canadian Tiger Swallowtail
Black Swallowtail
Spicebush Swallowtail
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Eastern Giant Swallowtail
Pipevine Swallowtail

Cabbage White

American Copper
Eastern-tailed Blue
Eastern Pine Elfin
Gray Hairstreak
Silvery Blue

Clouded Sulphur
Orange Sulphur
Mustard White
Pink-edged Sulphur

Monarch
Red-spotted Admiral
Great Spangled Fritillary
Common Ringlet

Kaufman: pages 20-45
Swift: pages 16-35

American Lady
Atlantis Fritillary
Mourning Cloak
Common Wood Nymph
Pearl Crescent

Banded Hairstreak
Kaufman: pages 46-77 Karner Blue
Swift: pages 36-73 Edwards’ Hairstreak
Summer Azure
Northern Azure

Species listed here listed in order by T <

number of iNaturalist observations sk
in NH as of 4/30/2024 (most

observed at top) iy v=El

Viceroy
Red Admiral
Northern Pearly-eye
Silver-bordered Fritillary
Little Wood Satyr
Northern Crescent
Green Comma
Aphrodite Fritillary

Coral Hairstreak

Striped Hairstreak
Harvester

Bog Copper

White M Hairstreak

Painted Lady
Harris’s Checkerspot
Eastern Comma
White Mountain Fritillary
(38 total species obs on
iNat)

Acadian Hairstreak
Bronze Copper
Early Hairstreak

(26 total species obs on
iNat)

Hesperiidae
(Skippers)

Kaufman: pages 78-141

Kaufman: pages 152-253
Swift: pages 74-145

Swift: pages 158-279

Silver-spotted Skipper
Dun Skipper
Long Dash
Hobomok Skipper
Peck’s Skipper
Wild Indigo Duskywing
Northern Broken-dash
Tawny-edged Skipper
Least Skipper
European Skipper
Juvenal’'s Duskywing
Little Glassywing
Zabulon Skipper
Delaware Skipper
Arctic Skipper
Broad-winged Skipper
Pepper and Salt Skipper
Dreamy Duskywing
Indian Skipper
Northern Cloudywing
Horace’s Duskywing
(38 total species obs on
iNat)

Kaufman: pages 254-363
Swift: pages 280-399
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Family: Hesperiidae -

Subfamily: Hesperiinae (Grass Skippers)
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| Family: Hesperiidae | One More Vennl-ra"y Plain Grass Skipper | Subfamily: Hesperiinae (Grass Skippers) |
Tawny-edged Skipper

Usually short band of 3
translucent spots on FW

es June to early September

Note stark contrast in
coloration of leading
edge (costa) of FW

with HW

WS: % - 1 7/16” Long Dash

Can look strikingly like
the Long Dash
dorsally, but note the
“dash” typically
appears segmented on
the Tawny-edged

Predominantly dark dorsally. Contrast with other
plain skippers. Darker than all 5 of the “plain”
skippers presented, except for the Dun.



Family: Hesperiidae Patterned Grass Skippers

Hobomok Skipper Long Dash Peck’s Skipper Northern Broken-dash
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Often present, spotband is narrower and comprised of
distinct spots as compared to wider, more continuous
band on Northern Broken-dash

Named in honor of William Dandridge Peck
(1763-1822), Harvard natural history professor and first
native-born entomologist in the US'

"Missouri Department of Conservation




| Family: Hesperiidae | More Pa.l..l.erned Grass Skippers | Subfamily: Hesperiinae (Grass Skippers) |
Mulberry Wing Little Glassywing Pepper and Salt Skipper Indian Skipper
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The Cloudywings

Northern Cloudywing Southern Cloudywing
WS: 15/16 -17%” Steve Mirick

Southern more
consistently exhibits a
prominent white eyeline

Top spot ’

overlaps bottom
spot

Contrast smaller, often
fainter spots on Northern :
vs larger bolder spots on _ Glassberg's

Southern Ay Swift Guide
indicates “white
Caterpillars for both species flash” on top of

feed on tick-trefoils antennal club [

(Desmodium), clovers .
(Trifolium) and other members where it bends

of the pea family (Fabaceae)

Flies in New England late May to early July. All Northern

Flies late May to mid July m m New England sightings in Concord and Pembroke, NH




Family: Hesperiidae
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A Quick Demonstration of Researching
Skippers (Hesperiidae) on iNaturalist

Helpful place Ids (place_id):
e Massachusetts - 2

Maine - 17

New Hampshire - 41

Vermont - 47

Quebec - 13336



And that's all folks!

Many thanks to Mike Thomas (naturecloseup.com), Steve Mirick, and others for graciously filling in the
gaps of my butterfly photo library and providing so many magnificent photos!
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Please, please, please: If you find any inaccuracies in these slides or if you have any suggestions for
ey A ; ) - / Background photo taken
additions or improvements, email bakerpondsbutterflies@gamail.com. Thanfes! George by Bob Fleck
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